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Hypotheses
1. Age:

Younger children are as able as older children to conceptualize 
death and life after death

2. Faith:
Children with no faith‐base are as able as those with a faith‐
b li d h d lif f d hbase to conceptualize death and life after death

3. Gender:
Boys are as able as girls to conceptualize death and life afterBoys are as able as girls to conceptualize death and life after 
death

4 Location:4. Location:
Children not living in a multi‐faith and multi‐cultural region are 
as able as those who do to conceptualize death and life after 
deathdeath



What does the 
word deathword death 

mean to you?mean to you?



Do you think y
there is lifethere is life 
after death?after death?



What do you y
think comesthink comes 
after death?after death?
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What does the word death mean to you?
(n = 757)(n  757)
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The word death means to me no more lifeThe word death means to me no more life, 
carrying on, we are gonna die. 

[Year 3; Sikh]

The word death means to me when you dieThe word death means to me when you die 
and never live again.

[Year 6; Muslim]



Time to leave earth . 

[Year 3; Christian][Year 3; Christian]

It means when you end your life, and leave 
hi b hi deverything behind .

[Year 6; no religion][Year 6; no religion]



Do you think there is life after death?
(Birmingham and Durham data combined)(Birmingham and Durham data combined)

Response Count Age Total
RespondentsY 3 Y 6 espo de tsYear 3 Year 6

Yes
Observed count
Expected count
% Observed

175
165

190
200

365
365

51% 45% 48%

Maybe
Observed count
Expected count
% Observed

55
54

65
66

120
120y

16% 16% 16%

Do not know
Observed count
Expected count
% Observed

56
75

111
92

167
167Do not know % Observed 75

16%
92
26%

167
22%

No
Observed count
Expected count
% Ob d

58
50

53
61

111
111No % Observed 50

17%
61
13%

111
15%

Total
Observed count
Expected count

344
344

419
419

763
763Total

Respondents
p

% Observed 344
100%

419
100%

763
100%



Do you think there is life after death?
(n = 763)(n  763)
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What do you think comes after death?
(n = 763)(n  763)
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First you have to put them in the grave and dig and 
put them underground.  Then your spirit goes to 
God.  If people have been bad and done dumb 
things they go to hell.  Good people who help people 
and don’t make people upset go to God in heaven.  
GGod chooses where people go.

[Year 3; Muslim][Year 3; Muslim]

After death you get buried After death life inAfter death you get buried.  After death life in 
heaven comes.  This is for the people who have 
been good The people who haven’t been goodbeen good.  The people who haven t been good 
go to hell.  The judge of this is God. 

[Year 6; Muslim]



Everybody will go to heaven and come back toEverybody will go to heaven and come back to 
life in heaven who believes in God.

[Year 3; Christian]

I think death is the end of the body.I think death is the end of the body.  
Their spirit goes to heaven.  God decides.

[Year 6; Sikh]



Faith hypothesis:Faith hypothesis:

Children with no faith‐
b bl f hbase are as able as faith‐

base children tobase children to 
conceptualize death andconceptualize death and 

life after deathlife after death



Would you say that you belong to one of these religions?
(n = 757)
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What does the word death mean to you?
(n = 752)(n  752)

Biological reasons

C ffi

Dead

Biological reasons

Transition

Coffin

po
ns

e

Heaven & hell

Heaven

Re
sp

Other/do not know

Feelings

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100

% R d tNon reincarnation Reincarnation No religion % RespondentsNon-reincarnation Reincarnation No religion



Nothing left — the end of a life
[no religion][no religion]

D th t th d f lifDeath to me means the end of your life 
(expired like credit cards). 
[reincarnation; Hindu]

It means your life has ended so you need 
to enjoy it.to enjoy it. 
[non-reincarnation; Christian]

Death is when someone’s life ends.
[non-reincarnation; Jewish]



Do you think there is life after death?
(Bi i h d D h d t bi d)(Birmingham and Durham data combined)

Response Count

Faith
Total Response Count Respondents

Non-reincarnation Reincarnation No
religion

Observed count
276
263

65
63

22
37

363
363

Yes
Observed count
Expected count
% Observed

263
50%

63
50%

37
28%

363
48%

Observed count
84
86

23
20

11
12

118
118

Maybe
Observed count
Expected count
% Observed

86
15%

20
18%

12
14%

118
16%

Ob d t
112 26 28 166

Do not know
Observed count
Expected count
% Observed

120
20%

29
20%

17
36%

166
22%

b d
77 17 17 111

No
Observed count
Expected count
% Observed

80
14%

19
13%

11
22%

111
15%

Ob d t
549 131 78 758

Total
Respondents

Observed count
Expected count
% Observed

549
100%

131
100%

78
100%

758
100%



Do you think there is life after death?
(n = 758)(n  758)
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What do you think comes after death?
(n = 758)(n  758)
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More life in heaven but not everybody will go there.  
Good people go to heaven, bad people go to hell and 
G d d id thiGod decides this.
[no religion]

A soul comes out of the body and it goes to heaven.  
Good people go to heaven and bad people go to hell.  
God decides thisGod decides this.
[reincarnation; Sikh]

I thi k G d t k l d t i i hI think God takes your soul and you rest in peace in heaven 
— good or hell — bad.  God decides.
[non-reincarnation; Christian][non-reincarnation; Christian]

A funeral and in my religion you might go to heaven or hell.  
If you do really bad things you might go to hell if you do aIf you do really bad things you might go to hell, if you do a 
good thing you might go to heaven but it is decided by 
God.
[non-reincarnation; Muslim]



The mind is not a 
vessel to be filled 

but a fire to be kindled.

Pl t hPlutarch



The word death means aThe word death means a 
lot to me it can bring tears g

to my eyes!
It signifies never seeing life 

as meaningless.

Year 6 girlYear 6 girl


